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O’Brien’s Baedeker for

1917 Short Stories

HERE is at present in America a

bealthy and growing interest in

the short story as a literary form. This

has been fostered by eritical discussion,

in which Edward J. O’Brien has taken

a leading part.

The development of interest in the
short story is an excellent thing. Mr.
O'Brien, with his extensive reading and
bic conscientions annual report, is doing
a useful work in developing that interest.

It would be still better for the fulure
of the short story among es if more critics
gave themselves to an earncst study of fie-
tion—if editors, authors and critics ex-
changed views more freely.

As it is, a ridiculous importance is
given to the preferences of one man.
Mr, O'Brien’s book eluims too mnch with
its title, The Best Short Stories of 1917,
for one critic cannol set up an Academy
by himself,

O'Brien Doing Better.

Mr. O'Brien's critical judgment ap-
pears to be improving. His volume for
1917, compared with those of 1915 and
1916, shows scleclions more reasonable
than in the carlicr vears, when his praise
was frequently ill dispensed. But even
pow it is necessary to take issue with him
on \srions points.

O'Brien persistently confuses the short
story with other forms of fetion. for he
includes in his list of honor noveletles as
well as brief sketches possessing none
of the structural form of the short story.
O'Brien says: “The seademic limitations
of the sbort story have never interested
me greally.” You wonder why. Of what
mse to play the game ont of bounds?
Dare’s Gift, by Ellen Glasgow, which he
lists as one of the best—sixiy-three, is
it? It’s hard to keep track of all these
different ratings!—appeared as a serial
in several instalments and has no visible
¢laim to be called a short story.

The Strange-looking Man, by Fanny
Kemble Johnson, which be lists as one of
the best twenty stories, while admirable
in its arl is merely a light sketch.

Sketches and Stories.

'T'he skelch 1s a worthy form of literature,
and it would be well if our publications
gave more encoursgement to these im-
pressionistic and sometimes extremely
eflective trifies. But they are not short
stories and should not be so labelled. A
short story requires more than one line
of interest, for the threads of narrative
must cross each other, eausing an en-
tanglement. There must be a compliea-
tion and a solution, a struggle and a de-
nouement in a short story. A eertain
siruetural form, a plot interest—some-
times slightly stressed, as in character
stories, but always present—is required.

Not only with respect to form but in
the matter of substance as well, the reader
will often disagree with Mr. O'Brien’s
verdicts. He appears to favor the bi-
garre character study rather than the
story of action or plot. For instance,
you ask yourself helplessly why be con-
siders Edwina Stanton Babeock's The Ex-
cursion one of the best five stories of the
year. His reasons as set forth are uncor-

vineing.

Mistakes of Emphasis.

‘I'he editor of the shori story year book
Jeans to the folk story, which is good fie-
tion of course—when it is good—but which
ean be overvalued. Stories of more sophis-
tieated life have their place, and their art
;s as finished as that of the folk story, and
frequently more so. Mr. O'Brien is ob-
gesswed with the immigrant story.

His methods of comparison are so seri-
ouly siatistical as somelimes to become
absurd. Art eannot be mensured as mathe-
matically as he would measure it; and ag-
thors and editors who do not grow rest-
ive under his more meaningless eompari-
sons must be machines.

Still The Best Short Stories of 1917
eontains certain aids fo writers, in the
form of lists of magazines, biographieal
notes of authors, and so forth. These
may make it worth having around.
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THE BEST SHORT BTORIES OF 1817
AND THE YEAR BOOK OF THE
AMERICAN BHORT BTORY. Berroo
sy Epwazp J. O'Bames. Bmall, May-
nard & Co. $1.50.

The Nation says: “The greatest of the
books that voice tha new soul of France. ™

UNDERF

By Henri Barbusse (Le Feu)
$150 Na. Posioge Erzira. All Boolsieres.
E. P. DUTTON & CO., 681 Stk Ave., N. Y.
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Gunner Depew’s Great Story

HERE'S a point somewhere in Gun-
mer Depew where vou stop and
wonder if Depew knows how-good a book
he has written. Probably not, for this
American youth of 23 is mot a stylist,
and his volume Las a literary art pre-
cisely beeause it strives for none. It
comes straight from the rich and varied
experience of & young fellow who has
lived through extraordinary adventures
and tells them in unaffected directness.

With the Foreign Legion.

Guaoner Depew was “there” on many
thrilling oeeasions. He volunteered for
serviee in the Foreign Legion in France,
reeeiving his commission as gunner on
January 1, 1915. He tells us of his rol-
licking adventures on sea and on land,
of his pranks with the “garbey,” his
fights with the police in different ports.
He recounts his life on the firing line,
his experiencves as a smiper, his work on
‘listening post,” on “runner service,” his
struggles with the pesis of the trenches
and his nauses over jam in tins.

We are with him through the bombard-
ment at Dixmude, we go over the top with
him and we see him in the hospital,
where he is laid uwp with & wounded
thigh. One incident of his experience
there is significant. He tells of & Ger-
man doetor who had been picked up dan-
gerously wounded, and had been tended
by a young nurse in the Lospital, who
kept him alive through sheer force of will
when the doctors gave him up. When he
was convalescing. the nurse was to be
transferred to another hospital and eame

in to tell the patients good-hy.
she eame to this German doctor.

“They talked for a little while, and
then she put out her hands as if she was
going to leave. He put out his hands,
too, and took hold of bers. And then
he twisted her wrists and broke them.
We heard the snap.

“There werc men in that ward who
Lad not becn on fool since the day they
came (o {he hospital, and one of them
was supposed to be dving, but it is an
absolute fart thal when we heard her
scream there was not a man left in bed.

“Y need nmot tell you what we did to
the German. They did nol need to shoot
him, after we got through with him.
They did shoot him, to make sure,
though.”

Captured by the Moewe.

Gunner Depew was in {he fighting at
Gallipoli, and he fought the Turks at the
Dardanelles, atter which engagement he
went in search of his pal, Murray, who
was missing, to find him crucified against
a door, with his hand eut off.

Gunner Depew won the Croix de
Guerre, was captured by the Moewe and
taken to Germuny with the crew of the
Yarrowdale and suffered the horrors of
a German prison camp for three months.
He was finally released through the ef-
forts of Ambassador Gerard, and eame
back to America, in bad condition because
of malnutrition and neglecied wounds,
but still with the unconquerable buoy-
ancy of spirit that kept him alive
through unspeakable holes of hell.

GUNNER DLEIEW,
& Brittow. $1.50.

Finally

By Miv-mr. Reilly

By JOHN GALSWORTHY

Five Tales

In these stories Mr. Galsworthy returns
to the type of character which he so master-
fully depicted in those great stories of English
social life—“The Man of Property,” “The

Country House,” etc.

The reader familiar

with those earlier works will welcome an old
acquaintance in “Indian Summer of a For-
syte”—a name which stands for the con-
servative, intenscly respectable, prosperous,
and socially established man.

It will be seen that each story is built
around a single dominant character. They
are stories which it is not easy to lay down.

31.50 net

CHARLES SCRIBNER’S
SONS

FIFTH AVENUE,
NEW YORK

—_—

Some new Appleton Books

on the War, and three of the
scason s leading Novels.

OUT THERE

By CHARLES W. WHITEHAIR

This famouz Y. M. €. A. man Jan
scen 1t all. He has been with
the boys going in and comi

ont. He handled the woundri
—he Lnows howthey a ted, lived
and died on every part of the

t front- even in the Pol

Land. Hetells itall in his thrill-
ing new book —mare tha 1he has
ever told in hi= famou; lectures.
Whitehair is the biz nzme today
in the Un'ted Sate:=. R ad his
book and se~ the war as no o her
man has been able tos ow it te
vou. [lustrated. $1.50 net.

To Bagdad
With the British

By ARTHLR T. CLARK
Arthur Clark, who was wih the

firs division of Britishers who
landed at Fao, tells the thriling
storv of the eventful campaign
which culminated in the fall of

Bagdad. His book is packed
. with instances of the preat
corage and humor of

Tommy Atkins, and his account
of the war in this mysterious
land reads like “lhe Arabian
Nights”. Illustrated, $1.50 net.

American Women

and the World War

By IDA CLYDE CLARKE

The thousand and one questions
which patriotic women are asking
are answered by Mrs. Clarke in
this informative book. It is a
complete record of all that Amer-
ican women are doing and can do
to help win the war.  $2.00 nek.

THE BAG OF
SAFFRON

By BETTINA VON HUTTEN
Hsw a selfish woman leamed the

true requisites of Inﬂnnu. “An
‘nuﬁmg picture of life by one
who has an to see the ro-
mance and uty in thi

around her and the skill to

pict these entertaini }mdwilh
Pictures in full color. $1.50 net.

THE LUCKY
SEVEN

By JOHN TAINTOR FOOTE

Seven admirable stories covering
a wide range of lite and charac-
ters. “Any wriler who can use
such simple material with s.ch
eflectiveness as Mr. Foote 1= a
master indeed of the very special
art of short story writing."— New
York Sum.  Mlus. $1.40 net.

EXTRICATING :
OBADIAH

By JOSEPH C. LINCOLN
One of the three best

ing now
els in America since last fall. A
refreshing romance of Cape Cod,

“as true 1o life as life 1 self™.
Nlustrated. $1.50 net.
For Sale at all Booksellers
THESE ARE APPLETON BOOKS
D. Appleton & Co., Publishers, New York

E. P. DUTTON & CO., 681 Filth Ave, N.Y.

SONGS OF
A MOTHER

By Marietta M. Andrews

Songs of home. of the simple life, of
the tenderest and stroagest emrthly e,
Unl;r-hu-'h‘huil:.-krm;:a‘n ﬂ:d child in its
ambrace. ik 1 will speak tu the
heart, —Delroll Free Fress, =

§:00 Ne.. I'ovege Estra. All Dovlsieres.




